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opposed to him. General Wood immediately
after this manoeuvre laid waste the Goorkha por-
tion of the Turaee, and then retired to canton-
ments at Gourakpoor.

It is fortunate for the interest of this narrative
that the spirit of enterprise was not every where so
wanting as in the leaders of the two central divi-
sions. In proceeding westward, it now becomes
oiir 'duty to relate a series of operations of a very
opposite character.

: It was ascertained by Lord Hastings, while on
his tour through Rohiikhund, that the province of
Kumaon, which skirts the north of it, was nearly
destitute of troops; the whole Goorkha force having
been drawn off to oppose the British divisions
operating to the east or west. It seemed to him
that a diversion in this quarter, while it would
distract the enemy by multiplying the points of
attack, would further be of use in preventing any
reinforcements from proceeding westward to Jy-
thufc. If successful,, it might lead to very important
results, even to the conquest of the province, and
entire separation of the eastern from the western
territory: if the contraty, the effect would be pro-
duced in other quarters without much loss* It is
to be observed that the Kumaonese were known to
be disaffected to the Goorkhas, who held them in
rigcfepotls subjection, frequently seizing and selling
into servitude their women and children, in order